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“The Queen of the Great Lakes”

We have just finished off with another successful Clipper auction at the Muskegon Country Club.  It was very well 
attended and all participants were very well pleased, a great fundraiser for the Clipper.  For all of that, we have to thank 
Gene Fethke and his great group of volunteers for a job well done once again.

As Jim Plant and his group have gotten off on a good start early in the tourist season, we can again see more and 
more out-of-state and area visitors on the tours, perhaps maybe the area powers-to-be might finally come around to 
seeing what the real potential and historic tourist attraction the Clipper has.  The last and only true American passenger 
vessel on the Great Lakes or elsewhere in the country.

The Clipper, like many of our fellow organizations are on constant search for additional volunteers, however, what 
we may lack in numbers, is made up in talent and productivity.  For an example, the new stair ways by Ray Shetterly , 
and the renovation of the Marine lounge area, etc.  Tom Bell (number one “Soda Jerk” as he likes to be called) put his 
talents to work on the overhead in the Soda Bowl, one of the unexpected tour stops that everyone really enjoys.  The 
Hilts have enlarged and increased the ship model area and those rooms have benefitted with the very improved lighting, 
thanks to Bill Thurlow.  The Ferski’s are not only working on updating the ships’ theatre area, but bring in many of their 
friends to help on the project and all is going well.  As I have said before, we may not have the greatest numbers of 
volunteers, but they sure make it up in talent.  Come join the family.

I thought I might throw in a little nautical lingo so it might help you enjoy your tour and entertain your friends.  So, 
as you would “enter” a building, you come “Aboard” a ship.  You then turn to the front of the vessel or the “Bow”.  
Your left hand side will be the “Port side” and the right hand side is the “Starboard”.  So if in this position facing 
forward, your back side would be heading “Aft” or “Astern”. So now you can leave the ship or go “Ashore” – just don’t 
jump “Overboard”. nuf said!!

Smooth Sailing
Captain Bob Priefer

Restoration & Remembrance



Message from the President- Jim Plant

Hello from the Riviera of West Michigan!

Muskegon has more public access on the water than any other city of her size, as well as the best natural 
harbor. It is fitting that Muskegon is home to the Milwaukee Clipper.

There is a lot happening on board. We are well into another great tour season. Tour guests are coming 
from far and wide. Several have traveled to Muskegon JUST to tour the Clipper. We are very excited when 
we are told that the Clipper was their reason to come to our city. This brings needed tourists dollars to our 
city. 

The ship was host to a ham radio program where four amateur ham operators contacted other ham 
operators on other museum ships worldwide. See the article about that great event. The volunteers are busy 
painting our great lady, but we could always use more help. We have a renewed fire exit light system. Bill 
Thurlow has the Clipper store/museum looking bright as outdoors with new lighting fixtures.

Ray Hilt has been working on displaying all the new ships models on loan to us. You must see the 
beautiful models and the masterful way Ray has displayed them. Ray Shetterly has the Marine Lounge 
looking great, and he just made new entry steps on the work ramp and the main entrance. The water has risen 
several feet and it was almost impossible to step onto the ramps into the ship. Sandy and Dave Ferski are 
continuing their work in the theater. Ray Hilt has added some new items to the store merchandize.

The Clipper book sales have been going great guns with over $15,000 added to the restoration fund. Be 
sure to get a copy of this beautiful story of the Juniata/Clipper for yourself or as a gift. 365 volunteers are 
listed. It is a good time to see your name in print. 

Bob Schalow, our new Vice-President, has been working to get us a permanent berth downtown. A 
permanent address will enable us to access grants so we can utilize the ship for unique banquet space, 
wedding receptions, and class reunions. The list goes on. Those activities will mean many dollars to restore 
and preserve our big steel lady. 

While we are making great strides there is still a lot of work to be done. We are looking at repainting the 
WHOLE ship, a gigantic project. The first paint job has lasted only so long. Funds will need to be raised to 
accomplish this, as in a big fund raising campaign. Hopefully, everyone will step up to help in that effort. 

On the fun front, the whole Clipper was ablaze for two nights, quite a spectacular sight from the water. 
First, the ship greeted the lighted Lake Effect Moon Glow boat parade down the Muskegon Lake’s south 
shore organized by Roger Zuidema that ended at the Great Lakes Marina, next door to the Clipper dock. 
Then, on the 4th of July the ship, all ablaze again, presented herself to the vast fleet of boats that filled 
Muskegon Lake to view the fireworks. Tom Bell and JoAn Pietila organized a volunteer party on the ship to 
view the fireworks and enjoy the potluck for finger foods. It was great fun to see the mass of boat lights 
literally filling the lake, as well as, watching the fireworks from the lofty decks of the Clipper. Are we lucky 
or what, to have such a source of enjoyment? 

We owe John Stein, our past-President, a very big THANK YOU for all his efforts on behalf of the 
Milwaukee Clipper restoration and preservation project. Thank you John for your time spent. It is much 
appreciated.

Jim Plant
President



Ships Amateur Radio Club 
6-7-15 

On Board the Clipper
www.ships-agl.com

On Saturday 6/6/2015 and Sunday 6/7/2015, the Ships Amateur Radio Club was aboard the Clipper 
broadcasting around the world to other historic ships and memorials from 9 am to 5 pm both days. The four 
fellows on the Clipper, from the club, said that over the two days, they talked to over 1100 people from across 
the USA and else where around the world. With each contact they mentioned that they were speaking from the 
S.S. Milwaukee Clipper in Muskegon, MI and told a little bit about the Clipper. They were loaned a Clipper 
book to give them some background on the ship. What an incredible amount of publicity for our Clipper 
restoration project! They have been invited back to the Clipper for next year. If they chose to come next year, 
hopefully we can get the same exposure in 2016. 

The ham radio club onboard the Battleship New Jersey started this first weekend in June event several years 
ago, that has blossomed into a worldwide event. It is a feather in the Clipper’s hat to be a part of such a big 
event. 

The Ships Amateur Radio Club was formed 10 years ago from a core group of people from the Adrian 
Amateur Radio Club. The club has operated from several maritime museum ships and memorials. Last year 
they were on the Valley Camp in Sault Ste. Marie, MI. Other ships and memorials they have been on, include 
the Edmund Fitzgerald, Willis B. Boyer, Carl D. Bradley and the Daniel J. Morrell.

The first weekend of June every year they devote to broadcasting on all five of the Great Lakes. One group 
of four or five from this club of about 25 to 30 people are on the air on each lake at the same time. The Clipper 
was the only ship from Lake Michigan this year. The ham radio weekend was a very special event for the 
Clipper. Don Miles said at some of the ships they, have worked, have had local media at the weekend event to 
interview and photograph them at work. If the Clipper is chosen again next year perhaps MCPI could arrange 
for the media to report the event. 

Most of the members are from the Adrian, MI area. The club call is W8TQE, Website is W8TQE.com. The 
personal contacts for the fellows on the ship:  Don Miles - N8AMM@yahoo.com; Brian Sarkisin - 
CQKG8CO@yahoo.com; Mark Hinkleman - CQNV8Z@comcast.net; Norm Shutte – W8TTH@normsfab.com 

The men were interesting to talk to and fun to watch working their radios. AND they pooled their pocket 
money and donated $100.00 to the Clipper restoration fund.  Ray has emailed them a thank you.

Reported by Jim Plant 

TOUR THE SHIP!!
*From Memorial Day thru Labor Day weekend*

Every Saturday and Sunday  1pm til 5pm
(Last Tour leaves at 4:15pm)

ADULTS--$7.00  - Ages 18 thru 6 - $5.00
5 & under Free

Group Tours available (any day) call 744-5101
Ask about becoming a Tour Guide, yourself!!



750 Grill Gr. Lakes Historical Society Muskegon Country Club

Ace Hardware-N. Muskegon Greek tony's Northway Lanes

Antler Café Habs Good Eats Odawa Casino

Applebees Bar & Grill Hampton Inn Pam Babbitt

Athletic Dept Muskegon H.S. Handsome Henry's Papa Murphy

Babbitt's Sports Center Hank's Tavern Paul Price

Badger Car Ferry Harley Davidson Museum Phil & Kathy Dickinson

Barbara & Fred Schossau Hilt's Landing/Michigan Pigeon Hill Brewery

Baymont Inn Heritage Park Pizza Ranch

Beaver Island Ferry Holiday Inn/Muskegon Harbor Port City Princess

Beertsen Restaurant Hotel Iroquois (Machinaw Is.) Qdoba Catering

Bent Pines Golf Club Icebreaker Machinaw Quigley Draperies

Bill & Carol Balcom Jean Pataky Ray & Jackie Hilt

Blue Lake Public Radio Jim & Marylouise Plant Sanborn's Jeweler

Brann's Steakhouse Jimmy Johns Shepler Ferry

Candace Hollister Joan Schmitt Shoreline Inn & Suites

Cheese Lady Joe Chan's Bistro Steve Bowyer

Cinema Carousel Lake Express Sun Coast

City Hub Cyclery Lake House Restaurant Ted Fricano

City of Milwaukee Lakeside Emporium Tim & Roni Fitzsimmons

Coke Billinghurst Lane Anderson Toast & Jams Restaurant

Comfort Inn Little River Casino Tootsies Catering

Coopersville & Marne RR Logan Roadhouse Top Shelf Pizza & Sub

Craig's Hardware Mackinaw State Historical Park Tyler Beverage

Cruise & Travel Experts Marsha Stewart Unruly Beverage

Darcee Babbitt Mary Lonergan US31 BBQ

Denise Elwell Mart Dock Wasserman Floral

Erin Motel - Beaver Island Meat Block Weber Lumber

Fairfield Inn Michigan Irish Music Festival West Marine

Gene & Karen Fethke Mike Krivitzki West Michigan Symphony

Gilmore Car Museum Mona Shores Athletic Dept West Port Bed & Breakfast

Golden Corral and Muskegon Art Museum Wisconsin Maritime Museum

Lee's Famous Recipe Muskegon Catholic Central H.S. Witt Buick

Grand Hotel Mackinaw IS Muskegon Civic Theatre Zula Nyala Safari

A special thank you to 
our auction donors & 
event sponsors: 
Ray & Jackie Hilt, 
John & Linda Hilt, 
Jim & Joanne 
Johnson, Robert & 
Wendy Kersman & 
Susan Hyde

Message from Gene Fethke, Auction Chairperson:  “The auction was a success,  All comments were positive about 
the Brunch and the Facilities of the Muskegon Country Club.  Our auctioneer, Tim Fitzsimmons, used a wandering mike, 
and made the live auction a lot of fun and brought in more bids by his antics (offering to sit on the bidders lap - didn’t 
work on the male bidders, though!).   Lots of laughs.   The food was very good, the Silent Auction, with the expanded 
display area, was not as crowded as in the past and the bidders were less confused, as well.  Good improvement with that 
idea.

Everyone appeared to have had a good time and we have a good start on our purchasing power for restoration supplies.  
Thank you to everybody!!  Thanks, also, to our generous community businesses and loyal supporters.  Everyone on the 
committee and those who helped at the auction, each deserves a pat on the back and also the bidders!

NEED:
Either on loan, 
or donate = Old 
Pontoon Boat – 
we need to paint 
the hull of the 
ship, what a help 
that would be!! 



Clipper Book Sales Update
By Marylouise Plant

Dear Hearts and Gentle People, 

I’m ecstatic over the response to our Clipper book fund-raiser. All expenses have been paid, plus 
$15,000 has been added to MCPI restoration effort.  Please, add the book to your library or gift giving list. 
($50.00+ $6.00 shipping, if necessary).  Books are available from me at 231-744-5101 for pick up or shipping. 
OR at   www. Milwaukeeclipper.com Or use the order form included in this newsletter.

Also Clipper books are available at the following locations: 
Shoreline Inns & Suites,    750 Terrace Pt. Dr., Muskegon,             231-727-8483 
Torresen Marine, Inc.        3003 Lake Shore Dr.,  Muskegon,          231-759-8596
Maggie’s Gourmet Foods & Gifts,   4851 Harvey St., Muskegon,    231-799-9333
Java Shop & Book Nook,    8744 Ferry St., Montague,                     231-894-5333
Colby’s Hokey Pokey,       107 Colby St., Whitehall,                  231-894-6585
Jerviss-Fethke Ins. ,           71 W. Webster Ave.,  Muskegon,           231-722-2375
USS Silversides Submarine Museum,  1346 Bluff St., Muskegon     231-755-1230
The Fishmonger’s Wife,      2127 W. Sherman Blvd., Muskegon,     231-755-1600
Lakeshore Museum Center, 439 W. Clay Ave., Muskegon                231-722-0278
My Secret Stash,                  122 Cass St., Traverse City,                   734-765-7507

An advertisement has been placed in the “Great Lakes Pilot” newspaper available at Meijers and other 
big retailers in the Midwest.  Check that out.  I have requested a review of the book in their publication as well.  
I have also sent out book review requests for two national magazines.  I’ll keep you posted when those will be 
published.  .

There is quite a bit of news from the ship museum. We have 27 models on exhibit (on loan from 
the Michigan Maritime Museum in South Haven). Also there are 10 very fine models on loan to 
us from my friend Ken Jillbert from Manistee, plus 4 of my models, 3 of which are also by 
Ken. These are all Great Lakes ships, most of whom are now history. The museum has new 

lighting, thanks to our board member Bill Thurlow, who is in charge of the electrical work currently being 
done on the ship, and it really brightens it up a great deal. The Alabama Room has been cleaned out, and we 
are getting ready to paint it in the Alabama colors.

There has been a change of plans involving this model. It was originally set to go on display at the Muskegon 
County Airport Terminal until next year. We have been delayed, due to the huge increase in the cost of the 
glass for the case. As a result, we are going to get the room ready and just make one move into it's spot on 
board. We are planning to have the room climate controlled in time for this next winter, as per our agreement 
with Michigan Maritime.

On schedule is updated lighting in both the model room and the Alabama room. Our model exhibit room is one 
of the finest in the Great Lakes, be sure to come and see it.

The ship's store has new T-shirts with our new logo to go along with our sweatshirts. Also new this year, are 
Clipper logo alarm clocks, desk clocks, pocket and wrist watches. It all deserves a visit to come aboard , take a 
tour and browse our store for unique things not found elsewhere. Don't forget to buy a Clipper book while you 
are there. Many of our store items make wonderful gifts.

That is it for this newsletter, have a great summer and include our grand old ship in your plans. 

Ray Hilt
Museum Curator

Museum Update



** WANT AD **
ITEMS NEEDED

*Emergency
Electric Generator

*Welder
*Electric Sanders
*VOLUNTEERS

*Painters
*Electric Hand Grinders 
*General Maintenance

*Tour Guides
*Electronic Help

*Funding for Marine Paints

*(* VOLUNTEERS!

If you have any of the items listed below, 
that you would be willing to donate, it 
would be greatly appreciated.

Remember all items donated are tax 
deductible,, we are a 501©3 
organization.

Thank you - Blarney Castle 
Oil Co. for the drums to 
provide proper handling of 
the restoration waste 
products. 

231-683-1590

Thank you to our sponsors!

SPECIAL THANKS to some of our local businesses, who help behind the scenes: 
MICRGRAPHICS, who prints the Newsletter and does the mailings; LAKESIDE EMPORIUM,, who 
supports our efforts by displaying a canister for donations, and has a supply of  newsletters for distribution; 

You can always get a copy of the newsletter at The Convention and Visitors  Bureau.  Not to leave out all 
the other local businesses who support the Spring Auction.  We always have multiples of businesses who 
donate items for the fundraiser.  Thanks to our generous supporters - without them, we really would be 
“Dead-in-the-Water”! 

Thanks to all.

Could your business use some new customers?

Business card size $120 annually - Quarter Page $240 - Half Page - $460 
- Full page Ad $900. 

Call 231-755-8066 to reserve your space today.  Thank you in advance 
for your support on the progress of the preservation efforts.

Thank you 
Mike Johnson

From 
Anything and Everything Inc.

3031 Hts Ravenna Rd
For the loan of the mannequins.



FRIENDS OF THE S.S. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER

Support the restoration and preservation of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper – A National Historic Landmark!

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  All donations are tax 
deductible!  Donations will be anonymous unless otherwise requested.

Please accept the enclosed donation of $ ________ in support of the efforts of S. S. Milwaukee Clipper 
Preservation, Inc. in memory/honor of ____________________________.
Earmark these funds for the following project(s):  _____________________________  (Call for suggestions)

Please place my name and address as listed below on the mailing list for Shipshape, the quarterly newsletter
I would be willing to volunteer my time to the following Clipper activities:

Fundraising Publicity Working on the newsletter 
Maintenance Museum/Gift Shop Restoration work
Security at the Clipper Other ________________       Archiving

I would like to volunteer !  Please contact me at the address below with more information.
Name _______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
City, State, Zip________________________________________

Contact Phone Number ____________________ Email Address _______________________________

Please mail this form to:
S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc.

PO Box 1370
Muskegon, MI  49443-1370

OR
Send the above information via email to:   milwaukeeclipper@gmail.com

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation, was organized in April, 1997 for 
the sole purpose of restoring and preserving the steamship S. S. Milwaukee Clipper and to create an on-board 
Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate and inform the public about our Great Lakes maritime heritage.  

Your continuing donations and volunteerism will ensure our success!
Thank you for your support!

Use the form below  to order your copy of “The S.S. Milwaukee Clipper, An Illustrated History”
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